


















From: Wendy Steffensen [waters@re-sources.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 30, 2004 4:57 PM 
To: McInerney, Lucy 
Subject: Holly St. 
Wendy Steffensen 
North Sound Baykeeper 
RE Sources 
1155 N. State St., suite 623 
Bellingham, WA 98225 
 
Lucy McInerney 
Department of Ecology 
3190 160th Ave. S.E. 
Bellevue, WA 98008-5452 
 
March 30, 2004 
 
 
Dear Ms. McInerney: 
 
Please accept these comments on the Design Analysis Report, February 2004, for Holly 
Street, on behalf of RE Sources and the North Sound Baykeeper. 
 
I have a great deal of concern that the City has not obtained sufficient habitat restoration 
funding, as of the writing of the DAR (p.8). Much of the DAR is predicated on the 
assumption and very real hope that habitat restoration will be part and parcel of this 
clean-up. In the absence of habitat restoration, the clean-up may do very little good in 
terms of recovery of the area and the species which should be using it. Habitat restoration 
should be required to be part of the clean-up, as damage from the municipal landfill stems 
at least equally, if not more from the loss of physical habitat, than it does from the 
leaching of copper and zinc. 
 
It is noted that the Technical Specification for the Holly Street Landfill Cleanup consists 
of excavation, backfilling, enhancement of an existing cap, and incorporation of a public 
access boardwalk, and a habitat restoration component. It is stated that the habitat 
restoration component is not necessary to achieve clean-up goals.  I respectfully submit 
that the boardwalk is also not necessary to meet clean-up goals. In the interest of clean-
up, habitat restoration trumps the incorporation of a boardwalk, and should be prioritized. 
 
Improving park amenities and installing a boardwalk will help meet the goal of education 
and stewardship, but they will do nothing to actually improve on-the-ground habitat. The 
RE Store may be forced to relocate in order that the park amenities be developed. While 
moving the RE Store may, at some point, be inevitable and practical, forcing its move 
and putting in amenities, absolutely should not be done before available monies are used 
for habitat enhancement. 
 



Table 8-1 lists the probable cost of construction. These costs should be broken out in 
terms of "necessary" remediation, habitat enhancement, and park/boardwalk amenities. It 
is not clear from the Table, what portion of money is needed for each specific goal. 
 
Other Comments: 
1) Use of Best Management Practices should not rely on monitoring results (p. 14). These 
should be in place prior to potential water quality excursions. 
 
2) Will there be a need for ongoing maintenance to add/ incorporate fine-grained 
substrate? (p. 25) 
 
3) Japanese knotweed is one of the invasive species that will be removed. If this has not 
already been done, please consult with Laurel Shiner at Whatcom County Noxious Weed 
Board on the removal of this invasive. Improper removal can actually lead to much worse 
infestations than currently exists. (p. 25, 27) If this plant takes hold it could destroy the 
riparian area we are trying to restore and be much more costly to eradicate. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to comment. I look forward to hearing your responses. 
 
Sincerely, 
Wendy S. Steffensen 
North Sound Baykeeper 
 
-- 
 
 
************************************** 
Wendy Steffensen 
North Sound BayKeeper 
RE Sources 
1155 North State Street #623 
Bellingham, WA 98225 
(360) 733-8307 
www.re-sources.org

http://www.re-sources.org/


From: Isaac Blum [IsaacB@lummi-nsn.gov] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 30, 2004 2:28 PM 
To: McInerney, Lucy 
Subject: RE: Holly Street Landfill 
 
Dear Ms. McInerney,  
 
Thank you very much for providing the newsletter describing the status of the Holly 
Street Landfill Draft Final 100% Remedial Design Documents.  The Lummi Nation 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office is reviewing all of the materials provided on 
Ecology's website.  We look forward to reviewing this project under Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) and other applicable historic preservation 
laws in the future.  
 
Thanks again,
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
 
Isaac Blum, Inter-Agency Liaison  
Lummi Nation Tribal Historic Preservation Office  
2616 Kwina Road, Bellingham, WA 98226  
360-384-2280 (p)/ 360-380-1850 (f)  
 




